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the thoughts and the elevated sentiments that she
has regarding God,— with such ingenuousness that I
cannot sufficiently thank God for revealing himself
so intimately to a young savage in the midst of an
infidel and corrupt nation. Many struggles were
needed before she could be induced to consent to
the marriage, for she had resolved never to marry,
in order that she might belong wholly to Jesus
Christ. She answered her father and mother, when
they brought her to me in company with the french-
man whom they wished to have for a son-in-law,
that she did not wish to marry; that she had already
given all her heart to God, and did not wish to share
it. Such were her very words, which had never yet
been heard in this barbarism. Consequently her
language was received with displeasure; and —as I
frankly stated that such sentiments were not those
of a savage, and that God alone could have inspired
her with them —her father, her mother, and still
more the frenchman who wished to marry her, were
convinced that it was I who made her speak thus.
I told them that God did not command her not to
marry, but also that she could not be forced to do
so; that she alone was mistress to do either the one
or the other, in the fear of offending God. She
made no answer either to all the entreaties or to all the
threats of her father and mother, who went away
quite chagrined, and thinking of nothing but venting
their anger against me,— imagining that it was I who
prevented their daughter from giving her consent.
As I went through the village calling the savages
to prayers, the father stopped me when I passed
before his cabin, and told me that, inasmuch as I
was preventing his daughter from obeying him, he



